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Celebrating the Stories that Strengthen Us: 
A BPNN Webinar Celebrating National Parent 

Leadership Month
February 28, 2025

WELCOME
Please share your name, state, 

and role in the chat box
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Welcome

Christina Simmons
BPNN Member

Mississippi

Kara Georgi
Lead Senior Associate of 

Parent Partnerships
Children’s Trust Fund Alliance

Mitch Sutter
BPNN Member

Oklahoma

Agenda

• Welcome

• Policy Updates

• Questions and Answers

• Celebratory Remarks

• National Parent Leadership Month Resources

• Parent Spotlights

• Resources

• Evaluation
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Public Policy Update

Emily Hecht-McGowan
Public Policy Director

Casey Family Programs
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Celebrating National Parent Leadership 21 Years

Teresa Rafael

Executive Director

Children’s Trust Fund Alliance

NPLM Resource Guides

Samanthia Moore Valentine

Georgia

ANPPC & BPNN Member

Victoria Hilt

Washington

ANPPC Co Chair & BPNN 
Member
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February is National Parent Leadership 
Month!

9
https://ctfalliance.org/partnering-with-parents/national-parent-leadership-month/

Certificates Available in English and Spanish

https://ctfalliance.org/partnering-with-parents/national-parent-leadership-month/
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Celebrating 

Our Network 

of Parent 

Partners

Being a parent leader means giving a voice to the needs of families and children, 

setting an example for others, and actively contributing to decision-making 

processes that impact families. – Natalie Seelig

Texas Family Support Services Parent Advisory Council Delegate
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Being a parent leader means that I am able 

to be a voice for someone. – Marylou 

Sifuentes

Texas Family Support Services Parent 

Advisory Council Delegate

Parent leadership 

is paramount in our 

lives, offering 

parent education, 

inspiration, and 

support. Parent 

leadership changes 

lives. – Linda 

Pemberton

Texas Family 

Support Services 

Parent Advisory 

Council Delegate
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Parent Leadership is about 

creating a safe space 

where dreams are 

encouraged, values are 

instilled, and every 

challenge is met with love 

and understanding. –

Donnie Lewis

Texas Family Support 

Services Parent Advisory 

Council Delegate

Being a parent 

leader means 

using my voice 

and 

experiences to 

be a champion 

for families 

and create 

positive 

change. It’s 

about leading 

by example 

and 

empowering 

others to be 

involved in 

building a 

stronger 

community. –
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Parent leadership begins with 

caregivers having a willingness 

to provide advisement based on 

their knowledge and 

experience, of their successes 

and failures, with the intent to 

strengthen families in the 

community. – Michal Gomez

Texas Family Support Services 

Parent Advisory Council 

Delegate

Being a parent 

leader means 

voicing the 

needs of my 

child and 

community, 

building 

connections, and 

empowering 

others. It’s about 

leading with 

compassion, 

collaboration, 

and a 

commitment to 

creating positive 

change for all 

families. – Alex 

Stelly

Texas Family 
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Being a parent leader 

means being a 

champion for all 

children, supporting 

families, and driving 

positive change in 

collaboration with 

schools and 

communities. – Olivia 

Miller

Texas Family Support 

Services Parent 

Advisory Council 

Delegate

“ The saying “it takes a 

village” embodies what 

parent leadership means to 

me.  As a parent leader, I 

can help drive positive 

change for families across 

Texas.”
Texas Family Support Services Parent Advisory 

Council Delegate



3/21/2025

15

Para mi ser un 

padre líder, es una 

forma de 

representar a 

todas las familias, 

y dar un grito hacia 

los grandes líderes 

y política de tu 

país. – Luis Omar 

Vega

Texas Family

Support Services

Parent Advisory

Council Delegate

Being a parent leader means setting 
the standard for my children 
through my actions, guidance, and 
unwavering support, ensuring they 
grow into strong, responsible 
individuals. It’s about leading with 
love, discipline, and wisdom while 
preparing them to navigate life with 
confidence and integrity. – Jarel 
Francis
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To me being a parent leader means being an active 

part of helping lead within your community. It means 

being someone that other agencies, families, and 

community members can turn to when they need input 

or advice. – Monique Gonzalez

Texas Family Support Services Parent Advisory 

Council Delegate

2024 Partners in Prevention Conference, Denton 

Texas. (Front Row) Bea Blackmon, Natalie Seelig, Luis 

Vega, Marylou Sifuentes, Olivia Miller, Monique 

Gonzalez - Training, Jamie Chavez – Co-Chair. (Back 

Row) Katie Apperson – Coordinator, Michal Gomez –

Secretary, Linda Pemberton, Donnie Lewis, Alex Stelly 

– Chair, Jarel Francis – Chair Emeritus.

Parent Leadership – definition cultivated by our PAC

Parents taking on active roles in shaping policies, 

programs, and initiatives to build stronger, more 

supportive communities and states that benefit children 

and families.
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Parent leadership means to 

build a role model for parents 

and families. It is active 

engagement with systems to 

make the needed changes 

for our families and it is 

advocating for the needs of 

parents and their families.

Melissa Zimmerman AZ

Being a parent leader means 

standing boldly for children and 

families, ensuring every child has 

the love, support, and 

opportunities they deserve. As a 

child-centered, family-focused 

fatherhood advocate, I strive to 

inspire, empower, and uplift 

fathers while advocating for the 

community support necessary for 

families to be strong. Strong 

families need strong communities, 

and I believe in fostering 

collective support to ensure 

fathers and families have the 

resources and encouragement 

they need to thrive.“ 

Edward Casillas Arizona
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"As a mom to both a 

teenager and a 

preschooler, being a parent 

leader means showing up 

for other parents and 

offering support in 

whatever way I can. It’s 

about creating a space 

where we can share, listen, 

and learn from each other’s 

experiences. We’re all 

navigating different 

challenges, and I love 

being part of a group where 

we can lean on one 

another, grow together, and 

know we’re not alone in this 

journey.” - Kate Stewart, 

Wheeling, WV

As a Parent Leader, he hopes to help make changes 

and expand upon the resources provided by mental 

health and substance abuse services. He would also like 

to help families before and after involvement with child 

welfare services to achieve long-lasting positive 

change.
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Jessica Joerin

Being a parent leader to me means helping 
families grow stronger together to be the best 
they can be. If we work together to support 
families as a community we grow stronger so 
future generations won't struggle as past 
generations. Changing even one life will make 
a difference.

Michigan

Katie Cook

For me, being a parent leader means taking an 
active role within my family and community; 
advocating for children’s needs while actively 
using my parental experiences to influence 
decisions and improve conditions for families 
around me.

Michigan
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Ashley Ledon

Over the summer, my toddler was afraid to walk 
through dirt without someone holding her 
hand. My mom saw this and said, "Everyone 
deserves someone to hold their hand through 
the dirt of life".

Michigan

"Being a parent leader in my community has been a 
blessing! I have been able to help make plans to create 
events for families in our area, and help lead other 
parents to do the same. It fills my cup and warms my 
heart!“ Valerie Smith WV
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“ Being a parent leader means gaining knowledge 
through lived lifelong experiences and being able 
to pass off what I’ve learned. I love helping 
others to realize that they are not alone and that 
they can have a voice.” Melissa Dotson WV
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Building Partnerships with Sharing Stories, Wisdom, 

Dreams and Big Ideas
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Join the BPNN!
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Save the Date

Next Caring Conversation
Monday, March 10th

1pm ET • 12pm CT • 11am MT • 10am PT

2025 Book Club Check Ins

Wednesday July 16th

2pm ET/1pm CT

12pm MT/11am PT
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Family First Prevention Services Act

familyvoicesunited.org

Evaluation

UPDATE
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Meryl Levine, 
National Director of Parent Partnerships
Children’s Trust Fund Alliance 
E-mail: meryl.levine@ctfalliance.org

BPNN Contact Information

ctfalliance.org

Teresa Rafael, 
Executive Director
Children’s Trust Fund Alliance
E-mail: teresa.rafael@ctfalliance.org

Kara Georgi, 
Lead Senior Associate of Parent Partnerships
Children’s Trust Fund Alliance
Telephone: 315-729-4866
E-mail: kara.georgi@ctfalliance.org
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