
How Parent Partner Programs Support Prevention and Reunification: 
The Iowa Parent Partner Program Model  

REGISTER NOW!

REGISTER NOW!
https://ctfalliance.zoom.us/meeting/register/NRc-QSIaTzaTyZ40hiDCoQ

Come join us for an informative panel presentation to learn more about the  
Iowa Parent Partner Program, an evidence-based model.  
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The Children’s Trust Fund Alliance is the national membership organization for state children’s trust funds. Since 2006,  
the Alliance has also developed and partnered with networks of parents to elevate their voices to decision-makers and to  

join with them in identifying policies and practices that best support children and families.    
Learn more and apply at ctfalliance.org/partnering-with-parents/bpnn or email info@ctfalliance.org 

 Virtual Webinar
Thursday, August 13, 2026

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm ET
1:00 pm - 2:30 pm CT

12:00 pm - 1:30 pm MT
11:00 am - 12:30 pm PT
8:00 am  - 9:30 am HI

This webinar will offer:
•	 An overview of the Iowa Parent Partner Program
•	 Examples of how the Iowa Parent Partner Program develops 

and sustains partnerships with: 
•	 Parents involved with the child welfare system 
•	 Child welfare staff

•	 Tools for Success: Proven tools and resources that support 
parent partner program development and growth.

Parent partner programs are founded on the premise that par-
ents with lived experiences have unique expertise to serve as 
empathetic peers, mentors, guides, and advocates. Implement-
ing parent partner programs can profoundly influence agency 
culture and climate. The presence of parent partners working 
together with child welfare staff shifts the ways staff perceive 
and relate to families: as partners. Parent partners embody 
a powerful and compelling vision of what authentic partner-
ship between families and child welfare can look like. Parent 
perspectives are critical to tailoring policies and practices—or 
creating new ones—that meet family needs.

This virtual webinar is designed for all members of the BPNN and 
others, including parents and caregivers, and others working in the 
prevention and intervention fields researchers, educators and early 
childhood providers, policymakers, health care professionals, court 
personnel and helpline and hotline workers.

www.ctfalliance.org

The Iowa Parent Partner Program pairs “Parent Partners” 
with parents to provide mentoring and support to assist 
them in navigating the child welfare system and help them 
work toward reunification with their children. Iowa Parent 
Partners are individuals that have overcome obstacles 
through change, recovery, and accountability, and then 
use their skills to mentor and build trust with other parents 
involved with the child welfare system.  You will have the 
opportunity to hear from the panelists about key program 
benefits, challenges and lessons learned.  You will also hear 
about what “the return on investment” could look like for 
a state child welfare agency.  Throughout the session, the 
presenters will highlight many parent partner program tools 
for success!

Presenters:
Jose Rivera, Parent Partner, Children and Families of Iowa 
Dagne Root, Parent Partner Coordinator, Children and 

Families of Iowa
Mindy Druschel, Social Work Administrator, Iowa Department 

of Health and Human Services
Sara Persons, State Director, Iowa Parent Partner Program, 

Children and Families of Iowa
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