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The Children’s Trust Fund Alliance and Casey Family Programs staff  hosted two presentations and a 
working session for the cohort. The first presentation, Blending and Braiding Funding, offered by Chap-
in Hall, provided cohort agency staff with practical strategies for aligning and leveraging multiple 
funding streams to support their parent partner programs. Chapin Hall is also providing office hours, 
giving staff the chance to receive individualized guidance as they apply these concepts. The second 
presentation, led by PPLC co-facilitators Sara Persons and Christina Cagle, focused on Program Man-
uals and Essentials to help program staff reflect on refreshing or developing manuals and handbooks 
to strengthen the work of their programs. Most recently, the members of the cohort gathered for a 
working meeting that included a deeper dive about the two presentations, resource sharing, and peer 
networking. We’re thrilled with the progress and energy the cohort is bringing to this work!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS from  
Casey Family Programs!
•	 The 2026 Signature Report  

Cultivating Hope is available  
for download at  
www.casey.org/hope/

•	 Casey Family Programs is  
close to launching its new  
Parent Partner Programs  
webpage.  We will share the link 
once it goes live.

If you want to add  
programs to the PPLC directory or 
make updates go to: 
https://ctfalliance.org/parent- 
partnership-organizations- 
submission-form/
or contact Sofia at:
sofia.santillana@ctfalliance.org

Visit the PPLC website at:
https://ctfalliance.org/partnering-with-
parents/pplc/

Child Welfare League of America (CWLA) Conference

Cohort News!

April PPLC webinar

The PPLC team recently presented at the CWLA Confer-
ence! The workshop, Parent Partner Programs: The Evolution, 
brought together agency staff and parent partners interested 
in launching or strengthening their parent partner programs.  
Kris Isom, Casey Family Programs, Meryl Levine, Children’s 
Trust Fund Alliance, and Christina Cagle, Stanford Sierra 
Youth & Families, presented real-world lessons learned, practical implementation strategies, 
funding insights including braiding options, and key findings from a recent cost-benefit analy-
sis. Attendees left equipped with actionable strategies and a toolkit to strengthen their parent 
engagement initiatives. 

The April 9 webinar, From Excitement to Readiness: Building Office 
Culture to Sustain Peer and Parent Partner Integration, explored how 
organizations can create welcoming and supportive environments 
for parent partners with lived experience. Panelists shared lessons on 
assessing readiness, addressing power dynamics, fostering inclusive 
workplace cultures, and valuing lived experience. A key takeaway 
was the importance of intentional preparation and recognizing par-
ent partners as equal partners in supporting families.

Friendly Reminder: Technical assistance is available if needed. Please reach out to  
Sofia Santillana, Alliance Senior Associate, at sofia.santillana@ctfalliance.org if you’re interested.

Miracle Wilson,
Stanford Sierra Youth 
& Families, California

Angie Blair,
Iowa Department of 
Health and Human 
Services, Iowa

Katisha Everett,
Child Welfare  
Services, California

Veronica  
Piper-Jefferson,
Child Welfare 
Services, California

Directory

The Parent Partner Learning Collaborative (PPLC) is a learning collaborative designed to build connections  
among administrators and staff of parent partner programs all across the country, share and spread  
knowledge, leverage existing resources, address common challenges, and highlight lessons learned.
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